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PUBLIC EDUCATION LESSON PLAN

“TOOLS, NOT TOYS”

PRIMARY—AGES 4—6

Length of Presentation

30 minutes

GOALS

1.  Students will learn the difference between items that are toys for children to play with and tools used by adults.

2.  Students will be able to identify matches, lighters and other ignition sources as tools for adults.

3.  Practice appropriate behaviors by telling an adult whenever they find matches and/or lighters.

MATERIALS
Large bin with various tools—screwdriver, hammer, wrench, matches, lighter, etc.



Various toys—stuffed animals, books, toy cars, etc.

2 large baskets for sorting with signs identifying  each as TOOLS  and TOYS

Various give-away items (i.e. coloring books, brochures etc.) as determined by FD.

INTRODUCTION:

Introduce yourself and the rest of the crew

Ask teacher about use of “quiet signs or phrases” used in the classroom


Students must raise their hand to ask a question—no stories


Questions will be taken at the end of the presentation.

PROCEDURE:
Explain the difference between tools and toys.  


Ask who uses tools?



What are they used for?—work



Differences—sharp, heavy


Who uses toys?



What are they used for?—fun 



Differences—soft, size etc.

Tools vs. Toys Game


Set-up each sorting basket with appropriate signs


Show the “Tool vs. Toy” bin


Shake bin to heighten curiosity and ask students to guess what may be inside.


Explain game:



Bin filled with items which you will remove one at a time. 



Students must decided if item is a “TOOL” or “TOY”



YOU will put item is appropriate basket if it is a TOOL, if it is a TOY, 



allow a student to place it in the basket.


PLAY THE GAME



When you remove match/lighter from the bin, ask if it is a tool or toy.




Explain use as a special tool for adults.  Give examples of use.

Role Play

Reinforce message of tools are for adults only.

Children should always keep their hands away from tools.


Explain what to do if a child ever finds any tool including matches/lighters.



Keep hands away



IMMEDIATELY tell and adult



Adults will put away the tool


Types of adults children may go to for help



Parents



Teacher



Firefighter



Grandparents


Choose one or two children to practice




Have child repeat what to do if they find matches/lighter or other tools.



Have them act out an example.



Have other children watch closely to make sure they “do it right”

CONCLUSION

Review difference between tools vs. toys.

Ask for questions.

Pass out give-aways or give to teacher to distribute at end of day

Class Evaluation

“Tools, not Toys”

________________________________________________________________________

Please complete one week after presentation and mail to:  (enter FD address)

Teacher:___________________________________

School:  ___________________________________

Date of Presentation:  ________________________

Total number of students in class:  ______________

Number of students who can identify the difference between tools and toys 
_____

Number of students who can describe appropriate behavior when they find


a tool.









_____


Suggestions for improvement

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The ___________________ Fire Department thanks you for making time to learn about fire safety.  If you have any questions please call ________________.

