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                                  PUBLIC EDUCATION LESSON PLAN:





SMOKE ALARMS


   
Primary, Grades K-3
Length of presentation: 30 minutes

GOALS:  

· Students will recognize a smoke alarm
· Students will recognize the sound a smoke alarm makes

· Students will identify what to do when a smoke alarm sounds

· Students will learn how often to test smoke alarm batteries

· Students will learn how often to change smoke alarm batteries
Materials:
· Smoke alarm
INTRODUCTION:
· Introduce yourself, including name and job, how long you’ve been in the fire service
· Establish ground rules, i.e. raising hand, being good listeners, no stories

· Explain that you are here today to talk about the importance of smoke alarms, and that they can keep you and your family safe

PROCEDURE:
· Show students a smoke alarm 

· Ask if they know what it does and what it sounds like

· Explain that smoke alarms are like noses, and they smell for smoke and fire

· Smoke alarms make a loud noise to warn people, even if they are sleeping

· Warn children that you will be pushing the test button on the smoke alarm so they know what it sounds like.  

· Push test button so children experience the sound
· Discuss what to do if they hear a smoke alarm

· Leave immediately, no matter where they are (bedroom, kitchen, friend’s house, school, movies, etc.)

· Remind them to leave all belongings behind.
· Explain how a smoke alarm works

· Smoke alarms have batteries inside.

· A smoke alarm’s battery is like its heart; just like a human heart keeps a body working, the battery keeps the smoke alarm working.

· Show students the 9 volt battery and how it fits into the smoke alarm.

· Explain to students that batteries don’t last forever and that they need to be changed two times a year.  
· You can either use “change your clocks, change your batteries” for Daylight Saving Time; or have students pick 2 birthdays for their smoke alarms and have mom and dad buy the smoke alarm new batteries for birthdays.

· Explain to children that smoke alarm batteries should be tested once a month to make sure they’re working.  
· The first day of every month works well because when we change our calendars to a new month, it’s a physical reminder to test batteries.

· Remind children that they can be good helpers by reminding their parents about testing smoke alarms and changing the batteries.

· Have the students close their eyes and take an imaginary walk through their house and count the smoke alarms they see.  When they are finished, they should open their eyes and show the number of smoke alarms they have on their fingers.
· When all students are showing the number of smoke alarms in their home, ask why there are different numbers.  Explain that each house is different, so we have different needs.  
· Tell students their “homework” is to go home and count to see if they were correct.  
· Also encourage them to “test” mom and dad to see if they know how many smoke alarms are in the home.

· Explain to students where smoke alarms should be placed.
· On the ceiling or up high on walls

· Every level of the home

· In every bedroom.
CONCLUSION:
· Thank students for being good listeners

· Review key points

· Ask students why smoke alarms are important

· Ask students what to do when they hear a smoke alarm
· Ask students how often smoke alarms should be tested

· Ask students how often smoke alarm batteries should be changed

· Remind students to count the number of smoke alarms they have when they get home

Enrichment Activity:  Making Paper Plate Smoke Alarms

Materials needed:  

· 2 paper plates per child

· Scissors

· Glue

· Crayons or markers

· One copy of smoke alarm picture per student

· 1 battery to cut out per child (optional)

Procedure:

· Students cut out smoke alarm picture and glue it onto the outside of a paper plate.

· Students either draw a battery on the inside of the other plate, or cut out and glue battery picture provided.

· Students paste the two paper plates together, leaving  a small part unglued so students can look inside and see the battery (or instructor can staple).

· Have students color the test button red.

· As a class, have students push test button, make smoke alarm sound, and exit the room.

